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The Immigration department has eased 
the process of acquiring passports for 
Muslims particularly those going for the 
Hajj.  The department has set aside the 
vetting process which required every 
Muslim passport applicant to undergo a 
rigorous interview processto ascertain 
whether he or she is entitled to the travel 
document.
The move has seen more than 100 peo-
ple whose passports were pending be-
ing provided with the documents to allow 
them to fulfill the obligation of performing 
the hajj -the pilgrimage to Makkah, Saudi 
Arabia which is the fifth pillar of Islam.
An official at the department confirmed 
to the Friday Bulletin that those who 
had applied for the passports were be-
ing issued with the documents. “We have 
suspended other activities and our focus 
is to issue passports to those going for 
the hajj,” said Felsina Ndwiga who is in 
charge of the process.
According to the Supreme Council of 
Kenya Muslims secretary General Adan 
Wachu, the move came after engage-
ment with the recently appointed director 
of Immigration Major General (Rtd) Gor-
don Kihalangwa who later issued a direc-
tive that those going for hajj should not 
be subjected to the vetting process.
“We were clear with him that the process 
was discriminatory and was causing an-
ger among Muslims as even those plan-
ning to go for hajj were finding it difficult 
to get the documents,” he told The Friday 
Bulletin.
Of recent, Muslim leaders have raised 
concerns over what they said was the 
discriminatory vetting process where 
Muslims were deliberately being denied 
their constitutional rights. The Vice chair-
man of the Kenya Hajj Mission Sharrif 
Hussein Omar criticized the discrimina-
tory rules which he said were denying 
many Kenyans to fulfill their religious ob-
ligation of undertaking the hajj.
Efforts by The Friday Bulletin to confirm 
from the Director whether the vetting 
process had been shelved or only sus-
pended during the hajj period were not 
successful as he was reported to be in 
a meeting. 

 Editorial:Vetting: Positive step
from the Immigration Director

Musa Wekesa Chief Executive Officer  of Ummah Foundation (Left) and Musa Quadir 
incharge of Prison Rehabilitation Programme at Ummah Foundation present a 42 inch 
Tv set to Henry Kisungu (Right)  officer incharge at the Kamiti Maximum Prison as-
sisted by inmates. During the event Ummah Foundation also donated copies of the 
Holy Quran and other Islamic books to the inmates.

A call has been made to the two warring clans 
in Mandera County who are involved in inter-
clan conflict to end the continued cycle of kill-
ings. 
The Dawah officer at Nairobi’s Jamia mosque 
Muhammad Abdallah said a lasting solution 
should urgently be found to put to an end the 
perennial conflict between the Garre and De-
godia communities stressing that the sense-
less killing of innocent people in the Northern 
part of the country must be brought to an end. 
He said no reason can justify the  wanton kill-
ings of innocent people and told the warring 
communities to fear Allah warning that His 
wrath awaits the perpetrators of such heinous 
act. “Whoever kills a believer intentionally his 
rewards is hell, where he will abide forever 
and Allah has become angry with him and has 
cursed and prepared for him a great punish-

ment,” (4: 93) he said quoting the noble 
Qur’an.
Addressing the congregation during last 
week’s Friday Khutbah (sermon), Mu-
hammad wondered why a homogenous 
community which share the same reli-
gion, culture and traditions can suddenly 
turn lethal weapons against each other 
on the basis of political, boundaries or 
clan differences. “Instead of rising up 
against social-economic challenges and 
addressing historical injustices and in-
equalities, there are instead turning guns 
against each other and killing innocent 
people,” he said.
The officer urged the authorities to move 
swiftly and apprehend the financiers of 
the conflict to bring to an end the cycle of 

End perennial inter-clan conflict 

Hajj: Trusting the promise 
of Allah
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EDITORIAL

For many prospective hajj pilgrims, it has been a sigh of relief 
after the Immigration department suspended the policy requir-
ing Muslims seeking passports to undergo the torturous vetting 
process.
The stringent requirements which were only applicable to Mus-
lims had left many with a sense of desperation and hopelessness 
as the lengthy process meant that it would be an impossibility to 
get the visa which will give them the opportunity of fulfilling one 
of the cardinal pillars of Islam-the Hajj.
It is now more than four years since Kenyans celebrated the 
promulgation of a new constitution which promised the applica-
tion of the rule of the law to all Kenyans. For Muslims however, it 
appears that attaining fairness and justice and being recognized 
as true Kenyans is still a long way to go.
The vetting policy and the requirement to produce additional doc-
uments when applying for a passport are constant reminders that 
a section of citizens are still considered  less Kenyans and their 
status has to be confirmed after strenuous verification.
While they face these agonizing moments, for “other Kenyans,” a 
simple requirement of a national identity card and birth certificate 
are sufficient proofs to determine their citizenship.
Since last year, the second floor of the Nyayo House has been 
buzzed with applicants on interview days who are almost entirely 
Muslims and are endeared to go through a labourous process to 
prove their Kenyanness. A recent list pinned on the notice board 
at the immigration offices demonstrated the frustrations which 
they undergo in their efforts to get what their consider as a  right 
but to those in authority, a privilege.   Some of the applicants 
who had been scheduled to appear for the interview had applied 
way back in February 2013 but their application has been kept 

pending till Tuesday this week when they were scheduled to be 
interviewed to determine if they are Kenyans. 
Thankfully the process was suspended by the new Immigration 
direction Major-General (rtd) Gordon Kihalangwa and we com-
mend him for his decision which gave a sigh of relief to many 
whose rights had been deliberately violated.
The vetting policy came into effect last year in response to the 
Westgate Shopping Mall atrocities and the entire community was 
in essence subjected to a collective punishment due to the atro-
cious activities of a few individuals who bore Muslim names.
While it is important to put in place measures to ensure that non-
citizens do not acquire Kenyan papers, imposing a policy which 
at the onset is discriminatory and targets a particular section of 
the society is  unwise, illegal and flies in the face of justice and 
fairness.  
It is a known fact that people from diverse backgrounds and 
faiths have obtained Kenyan citizenship papers through fraudu-
lent means and went to use them to perpetrate criminal and anti-
state activities but focusing only on Muslims is a flagrant abuse 
of justice and the rule of the law.
While we applaud the steps taken by the new director, we stress 
that whatever measures are applied to streamline the process 
should not appear to be targeted at a particular community.
At the same time, we salute the Supreme Council of Kenya Mus-
lims (SUPKEM)  for its intervention measures to protect the rights 
of Muslims.  Ultimately, this should remain the cardinal respon-
sibility of Muslim organizations who have given themselves the 
mantle of protecting the rights and interests of the Muslim com-
munity.

Vetting: Positive step from new immigration director
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Government assures support for Islamic banking
The Government will continue to support 
the Islamic financial industry as it is mak-
ing a significant contribution to drive the 
economic growth and development in the 
country.
Speaking last week at the at the launch of 
Exclusive Banking a new product  by First 
Community Bank, Cabinet Secretary for 
Industrialization and Enterprise Develop-
ment Adan Muhammad  reaffirmed that 
the government recognizes the important 
role by Islamic financial providers in  im-
proving the economy and lives of Kenyans 
through provision of banking services and 
other social services.
He further said the government is commit-
ted on supporting the growth and devel-
opment of Islamic banking to ensure that 
Kenya maintains its position as the region-
al business hub for Islamic finance.
The cabinet secretary commended FCB 
for the new Exclusive Banking product, 
noting that it would be integral in terms of 
deepening financial inclusion in the coun-
try. ''I am pleased to be part of the first 
launch of Sharia'h compliant exclusive 
banking in Kenya. This is an important 
step towards deepening banking services 
in tune with the market needs,'' he said.
The bank’s chairman Hassan Varvani said 
the institution said the bank strengthening 
its business and will issue an Islamic Bond, 
a (Sukuk) which will be open to fund Man-
agers, institutions and the public.  “The 
Bank’s customers and non-customers 

alike, will be able to purchase their sukuk 
coupons from the comfort of the Banks’ 
Exclusive Banking suites which have been 
currently rolled out at the Bank’s 6 branch-
es country-wide,” he said.
On his part the General Manager First 
Community Bank Omar Sheikh affirmed 
the commitment of the bank to serve the 
needs of high end customers while offer-
ing extra special services to the high net 
worth customers. Omar said Exclusive 
banking marks an important step to expand 

exclusive services to allow customers en-
joy best in class privileges and make their 
payments securely and conveniently.
He said the launch of the service will en-
sure that the customers enjoy special ser-
vices such as accessing unsecured loans 
of up to 5 million shillings and a free Takaf-
ul insurance cover of 1 million shillings.
Through the Exclusive Banking product, 
First Community Bank, is seeking to attract 
high net worth customers in the Small and 
Medium Enterprise and retail segments.

Refugees in the Daadab refugee camp are 
to benefit from a manual grinding mill pro-
ject which is expected to improve on food 
security in the camp. The hand driven ma-
chines will help the refugees to easily mill 
the grains which are provided to them by 
aid agencies.
Al Khayr Foundation, a UK based organi-
zation, recently donated 30 machines 
worth Sh300, 000 towards the project. The 
machines were presented to Raof Mazoi, 
a representative from the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) which will oversee their distribution 
in the camps.
According to theKenya country head Mu-
hammad Tariq, the program is a pilot pro-
ject which will initially start at the Kambios 
camp and will further be extended to other 

camps in the vast refugee complex consid-
ered to be single largest holding centre for 
displaced persons in the world.
“This is a pilot project and if it works out 
well, we will provide more machines to oth-
ers camps,” he said. He said the project 
was conceived to help alleviate the chal-
lenges the refuges faced in milling the 
grains into flour. “Their ration consists of 
grains such as maize and sorghum which 
they have to mill into flour and due to fi-
nancial difficulties, manyare forced to sur-
render part of the ration to the millers in 
exchange for the flour,” he said.
Locally, the organization is involved in 
various projects which include digging 
of shallow well, borehole drilling, relief 
programmes and micro finance activities 
among other projects.

Hand grinding machines to improve on food 
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         SUNDAY LECTURE

SUNDAY

Topic: Purpose of life
By: Ustadha Hanan

Date: 07th September 2014
Venue: Makina Mosque Kibera

SUNDAY LECTURE

The Hajj season is upon us once again 
with millions of pilgrims preparing to don 
their ihraam and travel to the holy cities in 
search of Allah’s mercy and forgiveness, 
striving to turn over a new leaf in their 
lives and come closer to their Creator. In 
preparation for this journey, pilgrims will 
have spent many hours hunting for the 
best value Hajj packages by speaking to 
friends and family, checking references, 
and comparing price plans. Hard earned 
savings, which may have been accumulat-
ed over a lifetime, will be invested for this 
three week journey. Wives and children 
may be left at home alone for this entire 
period. Basic luxuries such as a change of 
clothes, toothpaste, and scented soap will 
be abandoned for those precious few days 
when the pilgrims undergo severe hard-
ship in the most testing conditions, even 
sleeping outdoors in the desert beneath 
the stars without a tent amongst millions of 
others from all over the world, all dressed 
identically in a humble pair of towels. The 
question inevitably arises as to why these 
pilgrims voluntarily subject themselves to 
such difficulty. What motivates them to 
leave their families, spend their life sav-
ings and suffer such troubles? The answer 
is simple – it is the promise of Allah.
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) is reported to have said that the one 
who performs Hajj and does not commit 
any obscenity and wrongdoing will come 
out as the day he or she was born – pure 
and free from sins. In another hadith, the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
said that the reward for an accepted Hajj is 
nothing less than the gardens of Paradise. 
It is belief in this promise of complete for-
giveness, of the treasures of Paradise and 
the eternal pleasure of Allah that drives 
Muslims to make these sacrifices for His 
sake.  
In essence, the historical background to 
the Hajj is about trusting in the promise of 
Allah. Almost every ritual performed and 
every step taken derives from a moment in 
which a member of the family of the Proph-
et Ibrahim (peace be upon him) trusted in 
the promise of Allah with complete submis-
sion. 
Let us reflect upon the moment when Ibra-
him was commanded to abandon his wife 
Hajar (peace be upon her) and their baby 
son Ismail (peace be upon him) in the 
empty barren desert of Makkah with not 
a living soul for miles. At that time, Mak-
kah had neither inhabitants nor a known 
source of water. He left them there alone 
with them a bag full of dates and a water-
skin. For any father, it is difficult to leave 
his infant child in such circumstances. 
For Ibrahim (peace be upon him), it would 
have been even more heart-wrenching, for 
Allah had blessed him with this son after 
he was childless until he was 86 years old. 
Now, he had been commanded by that 
same Lord to leave his precious son in a 
barren desert valley. 

Hajj: Trusting in the promise of Allah 
Fahad Ansari 

When Ibrahim started to depart, Hajar fol-
lowed him, saying, ‘O Ibrahim! Where are 
you going and leaving us in this valley that 
does not have any inhabitants or anything 
else?’ She repeated this several times, but 
he was not paying any attention to her. 
She then said to him, ‘Did Allah command 
you to do this?’ Ibrahim replied, ‘Yes.’ She 
said, ‘Then certainly, He will not abandon 
us.’ She went back, while Ibrahim kept on 
walking, until he was next to a hill where he 
could no longer be seen. He then recited 
the following supplication, “O our Lord! I 
have made some of my offspring to dwell 
in an uncultivated valley by Your Sacred 
House; in order, O our Lord, that they may 
perform prayer, so fill some hearts among 
men with love towards them, and (O Allah) 
provide them with fruits so that they may 
give thanks.” (14:37)
Imagine Hajar sitting with her baby in the 
scorching desert sands alone in glaring 
silence not knowing what was to be their 
fate, how they would survive and how she 
would raise her child. It was not long before 
the water ran out and baby Ismail began to 
become weak with thirst. With not a drop of 
water in sight and her infant’s cries echoing 
in her ears, Hajar began climbing the hills 
of Safa and Marwa repeatedly, desperately 
searching for anyone who could help. Due 
to her sincerity and her faith and most of 
all, her trust in the promise of Allah, Jibreel 
descended from the Heavens to dig the 
well of zam-zam which continues to flow 
and quench the thirst of pilgrims to this 
day. Moreover, after a few days a group 
of Bedouins, seeking new pastures, hap-
pened to pass by the mouth of the valley. 
When they saw flocks of bird circling over 
it, they concluded that there must be water. 
Some of their men rode into the valley to 
explore it and found a lonely woman with a 
child sitting by the rim of an abundant well. 
By the mercy of Allah, the tribesmen asked 
Hajar’s permission to settle in her valley. 
She agreed with the condition that the well 
of ZamZam forever remain the property of 
Ismail and his descendants. Today, during 
our Hajj, we literally follow in the footsteps 
of Hajar as she ran frantically between 
these hills in the roasting desert sun, be-
lieving in the promise of her Lord, which He 
fulfilled. 
Years later, Allah commanded Ibrahim 
(peace be upon him) to return to Makkah 
where he found his wife and son alive and 
secure, as was promised by Allah. But Ibra-
him’s (peace be upon him) test of belief in 
the promise of Allah was not over as he 
was commanded to sacrifice his son Ismail 
(peace be upon him) for Allah, his son for 
whom he had yearned for decades, his son 
who he had not seen for years. As Syed 
Qutb explains, “We see here Ibrahim in 
his old age, cut off in a foreign land, hav-
ing deserted his homeland and his people, 
being given a child. The child turns out to 
be a model son, with his forbearance con-
firmed by Allah Himself. Hardly had Ibrahim 

enjoyed his son’s company and seen his 
youth blooming so as to become his com-
panion and assistant, when he sees in his 
dream that he should slaughter him. He 
understands that it is a sign from Allah re-
quiring sacrifice. What is his attitude now? 
He does not hesitate for a moment. The 
thought of disobedience does not even oc-
cur to him. He thinks only of submission. 
“Moreover, his compliance did not betray 
any feeling of distress, horror or panic; it 
was marked by calm acceptance and reas-
surance, reflected in his words as he put 
this most grave matter to his son: “My son! 
I have seen in a dream that I must sacri-
fice you. Tell me, then, what you think.” 
(37:102).” These are the words of a man 
in full control of himself and his feelings, 
knowing that he is only doing his duty and 
trusting that it behoves him to comply. We 
do not see any element of panic driving a 
person to do even what he feels to be re-
pugnant, in order to get it done and finished 
with.
That it was hard for Abraham is beyond 
doubt. He was not required to send his 
only son to war, nor to put him to a task 
that would end in his death. Nothing of the 
sort. Instead he was required to undertake 
the task himself, by his own hand. And 
what task was that? It was to slaughter his 
own son by way of sacrifice. This was the 
order he received calmly, the one that he 
put to his son and asked him to consider 
carefully. He did not take his son by sur-
prise and do what was bidden. Rather, he 
puts the question to him as if it were both 
normal and familiar. To Ibrahim, the ques-
tion was one of obedience. Since his Lord 
wanted something, so be it, without hesita-
tion. His son should also know and accept 
it willingly, with submission so that he too 
would earn the reward of obeying Allah and 
experience the pleasure of submission to 
Him. He himself had known that pleasure 
and now wants his son to feel it as the pure 
goodness that surpasses all else that life 
can offer.”
The reply of Ismail (peace be upon him) 
can only be the response of the child of a 
mother and father who sacrificed all com-

Continue To Page 6
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Welcome, prospective Hajji, to a unique 
journey. This journey is an invitation from 
your Lord to visit His House and engage in 
one of the most illustrious acts of worship. 
He picked you out of millions of people to 
travel across the world and ask for for-
giveness in the best place on Earth. Your 
mission, should you choose to accept it, is 
to work on making your Hajj accepted by 
Allah subhanahu wata’ala (exalted is He). 
This means that you fulfill all the require-
ments and avoid all the actions that nullify 
Hajj such that you come back home puri-
fied from all sins.
You’ve heard it before: Hajj is a beautiful 
journey.  But this journey is a struggle. It 
is said the greatest physical struggle for a 
woman is to complete Hajj. Like any jour-
ney, being prepared in advance will help to 
maximize the experience and to deal with 
challenges. I compiled advice from differ-
ent friends and experienced hajj veterans 
to help future Hajjis prepare physically, 
mentally and spiritually.
Hajj stories are very diverse—some have 
scary stories while others have some hi-
larious moments or a few depressing 
encounters.  Understand that every Hajj 
experience is different but the goal is the 
same. Please keep in mind that you will 
get advice from different people who have 
different goals and values. Take what you 
feel matches your own values.
Overall, a balanced approach and positive 
attitude will be your best friends during this 
trip. The ingredients of a successful Hajj 
are preparation before the journey, extra 
patience during the trip, and sincere ef-
fort towards improving yourself after the 
journey. As you keep the following steps in 
mind, remember to continuously ask Allah 
to help you in the journey. He can make 
the difficult easy and without His help we 
are lost.
Step 1: Physical Preparation
1. Get in shape. You will walk, walk and 
walk some more. Some people recom-
mend walking regularly in the weeks be-
fore Hajj to build endurance.
2. Boost your immunity. Travelling takes a 
huge toll: long plane rides, layovers, and a 
wait anywhere from 2 – 12hrs at the Jed-
dah airport. So indulge in fruits and veg-
gies before you travel especially those 
rich in antioxidants. Stay away from sick 
people as best as you can during the trip. 
Although it may seem mean, don’t share 
your water bottles or share prayer mats. 
You might still get sick, but take whatever 
precautions you can.
3. Pace yourself upon arrival. Try to bal-
ance between resting and making the 
most of your time in Makkah and Madina. 
You don’t want to wear yourself out before 
going to Mina, but at the same time you 
want to earn good deeds in the first 10 
days of Dhul Hijjah. 
4. Preventive care. Take medicine as soon 

A few things every prospective Hajji should know
Hajja Saira

as you feel sick, but avoid taking antibiot-
ics unless or until you have been diagnosed 
with a bacterial infection. Everyone gets 
the ‘Hajj cough’. Use lemon, honey, orange 
juice, etc. Take Vitamin C supplements reg-
ularly during the trip—don’t wait till you get 
sick to start this!
5. Gather your supplies. Make a list before 
travelling so that you don’t forget anything. 
Make a specific list for the days of Hajj be-
fore you leave for Mina (i.e. stuff you will 
pack in your backpack)
6. Take your ‘worship tools’ to use during 
the waiting time. A lot of times people find 
themselves without anything to do during 
the long stretches. Come prepared with a 
Qur`an, seerah (biography of the Prophet 
peace be upon him) book, or dhikr (remem-
brance) book such as Hisn Muslim.
7. Write down a few du`a (supplications) for 
yourself that you can memorize or repeat 
frequently. Sometimes you will be too tired 
to remember so keep a small notebook on 
hand. Also, you can write down some notes 
or reflections that will help preserve the ex-
perience.  
8. Stay energized. You need to keep hy-
drated—drink Zamzam (water from the well 
of Zamzam in Mecca) but also take snacks 
and energy bars. Some programs do not 
serve lunch so healthy snacks will help hold 
you till dinner. If you don’t like the food at 
the hotel, don’t complain. There are plenty 
of places to eat at the malls and hotels. 
Avoid anything that doesn’t seem clean and 
anything that you know makes your stom-
ach upset.
Step 2: Mental Preparation
1. Know the requirements of performing 
Hajj. You don’t want to waste this trip by 
missing something important. Attend the 
workshops in your area and/or read a book. 
Then review the information before you get 
to Mina. As a first time Hajji it’s natural to be 
unfamiliar with the rites, so ask scholars in 
the group.
2. Strategize. A few tricks will help you maxi-
mize your time. For example, when going to 
pray at the rawdhah in the Prophet’s masjid 
there are designated times for women. Head 
towards the rawdhah area towards the end 
of the time allotted and try to be in the last 
group praying. You won’t feel as hassled 
because there is nobody coming behind 
you. Also, there are air-conditioned areas 
in the Haram (area around the Ka`bah) in 
Makkah on the first and second floor (en-
ter through King Fahd entrance and stay on 
the left). Plan on praying/sitting there dur-
ing the hottest part of the day. Since the 
time between Maghrib (post-sunset prayer) 
and `Isha (night prayer) is short, it’s a good 
idea to stay at the Haram between those 
prayers. That way you won’t struggle for a 
spot inside. One local student gave us this 
awesome tip: Make sa’i (the walk between 
the hills of Safa and Marwa) on the 4th floor 
roof extension area, which is usually empty 
and has a wonderful view during Fajr (pre-

dawn prayer) time.
3. Don’t be cheap. You will see a lot of the 
poor and the elderly.  Help them as much 
as you can and be generous. Don’t haggle 
with store keepers over small amounts. At 
the same time be cautious of theft and be-
ing ripped off by taxi drivers. As in any big 
city there are opportunists, so be cautious 
of your money and personal items. Keep 
your shoes in a plastic bag with you at all 
times. Side point: don’t take a camera or 
camera phone into the Prophet’s masjid 
(for women, there are female guards who 
will frisk you before letting you in).
4. Get in the right mindset by surrender-
ing yourself to Allah. You are going on Hajj, 
which is not a vacation in a 4 star hotel. You 
will be tested in different ways so remind 
yourself to be patient and not to complain. 
You are invited as Allah’s guests so use the 
correct manners that a guest should have. 
As a bonus, try to catch yourself before re-
acting negatively to a test by acknowledg-
ing that that what is making you upset is 
the test.
5. Remember why you are here: to com-
plete Hajj and go back home. You are not 
here to change the Saudi government or fix 
the ignorance of the ummah (community). 
You are not here to argue with different 
people about who is right and wrong. You 
might need to develop a mantra or phrase 
to remind yourself. A few people would re-
mind themselves saying, “La jidaal,” or “No 
arguing,” if they started to get annoyed with 
a spouse, family member, or random uncle 
in the group.
6. Don’t compare your group to other 
groups. It’s very easy to get caught up in 
what other people ate or what their tents 
were like. Avoid going down that road and 
remind yourself that everyone’s test will be 
different and no one has a problem-free 
Hajj. Focus on yourself, make incessant 
talbiyah [Labbayk Allahuma labbayk—I 
respond to Your call O Allah, I respond to 
Your call], and embody your submission to 
Allah.
7. Minimize the distractions. This is one of 
the biggest struggles. There is a lot going 
on and sometimes it will be hard to focus. 
Try to set goals for yourself before the trip 
so you know what to work on. I saw many 
people complete the Qur`an in a few short 
weeks. Plan on getting to the Haram extra 
early if you want to pray inside.
8. Avoid getting into debates about dif-
ferent opinions and madhabs (schools of 
thought). Decide on what you are going to 
follow beforehand and don’t get confused 
when people tell you that your Hajj won’t be 
accepted. People find themselves waiting 
a lot and start to discuss these issues that 
end up creating confusion or hostility. Fol-
low your group leader who is experienced 
and let others follow their leaders.

To be Continued Next Week
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Hajj Pre-travel seminar 2014 by the
Kenya Councilof  Imams and Ulamaa

The Hajj account is tailor-made to assist you realize your lifetime 
dream of  fulfilling one of  the fundamental pillars of  Islam, 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Open a Hajj account today and begin the 
journey to realizing this dream!

“Verily there shall be no reward for a righteous pilgrimmage except Jannah – Saheehan”

Come let us learn about the spiritual Journey

Venue : Jamia Mosque Hall
Date : 14th September, 2014
Time : 9.00 am – 4.00 pm
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forts out of a firm belief in the promise of 
their Lord. “He said: My father! Do as you 
are bidden, and, Allah willing, you will find 
me to be patient in adversity.” (37:102). 
The response is not one of mere obedi-
ence and resignation but marked with ac-
ceptance and certainty. Ismail (peace be 
upon him) addressed his father with love 
and affection and fully surrenders to the 
will of his Lord, trusting in His promise. 
During Hajj, the pilgrims commemorate 
Ibrahim’s (peace be upon him) stoning of 
shaitaan who tried to tempt him away from 
obeying Allah in this command by the ston-
ing of the pillars, thereby displaying our en-
mity towards shaitaan and our allegiance 
to Allah. Muslims the world over celebrate 
the trust that Ibrahim (peace be upon him) 
and Ismail (peace be upon him) had in the 
promise of their Lord by sacrificing an ani-
mal at the end of the Hajj. 
Finally, let us ponder on the moment af-
ter this noble father and son have built 
the Ka’bah when Allah commands Ibrahim 
(peace be upon him) to make the call for 
pilgrimage promising him that “They will 
come to you walking or riding on every 
kind of fast mount. They will come from 
the farthest locations” (22:27). When Ibra-
him (peace be upon him) made this call, 
how many people would have heard it that 
people would come from the farthest re-
gions of the world? Yet, due to Ibrahim’s 
(peace be upon him) unwavering belief in 
the promise of His Lord, he obeyed without 
question. The phenomenal result of this 
call to Hajj can be seen today when mil-
lions of Muslims from the four corners of 
the globe make the journey by plane, by 
ship, by road, by camel and even by foot. 
All answering the call of Ibrahim made 
thousands of years ago. All firmly believing 
in the promise of their Lord to forgive them 
and cleanse them to the state they were 
in when their mothers gave birth to them – 
pure and without sin. 

Hajj: Trusting in the 
promise of Allah

killings and destruction of property.
The killings have left more than 30 people 
dead in the last two weeks while many are 
nursing injuries and hundreds made home-
less after attacks by marauding gangs left 
their homes in smoldering ruins.
In his sermon, Muhammad also criticized 
the move by the Inspector General of Police 
David Kimaiyo to further extend the dusk to 
dawn curfew in Lamu another month.
He faulted the extension of the curfew say-
ing that it has negatively affected the eco-
nomic and social livelihoods of the people 
of Lamu. “Fishing is the main source of in-
come and residents who mainly carry out 
the activity can no longer adequately look 
after their families,” he said.
The official blamed the State for selectively 
imposing the curfew in Lamu County while 
the same security  measures were not im-
posed  in other areas  in the country such 
as Baragoi that have been hard hit by in-
security. “Why the indifference, why do we 
have the curfew in some areas while not 
in others. Are some people more humans 
than or special than others?” he asked.

Who speaks for Islam in Kenya? And I ask 
“who”  in a couple of ways. First, in a lit-
eral sense: “who?” The upsurge of a “new” 
awareness about Islamo-specific issues 
has lent urgency to this question. The ever 
unrelenting media is awash with the theat-
rics of personalities who speak for Islam 
(and Muslims) in Kenya in one or (some-
times) all aspects of its existence. Who an-
nounces the onset of  Ramadhan and Idd? 
Who explains to Muslims the concepts of 
human rights, citizenship, governance, 
secularism, feminism and multicultural-
ism? Who defines jihad, nationalism and 
terrorism for the Kenyan Muslim? Who de-
fines the Muslim vote? Who…?
Religious authority is concept that seem-
ingly eludes adequate definition due to its 
multifarious connotations and the expanse 
of realms it seeks to amalgamate. I em-
braced Islam more than a decade ago and 
the Imam at the Kakuma Jamia Mosque 
was my sole religious authority. He defined 
correct belief and practice, shaped and in-
fluenced the views and conduct of the area 
Muslims. Through his teachings which 
were based on the Quran and Hadith, I 
was able to “discover” the authoritative-
ness and legitimacy of these texts. They 
opened a new world for me. A trust devel-
oped between myself, the Imam and the 
texts. The texts gradually developed to be 
another form of religious authority for me.
To deal with the Quran and the canonical 
Hadith texts as normative proofs regulat-
ing human activity in all spheres of life 
requires expert knowledge premised on 
a standard level of literacy and requisite 
training. There emerged in the formative 
centuries of Islam a crop of scholars (‘ul-
amaa), who claimed the right, on the basis 
of acquired religious knowledge, to inter-
pret the foundational texts of Islam and to 
compose treatises which authoritatively 
mapped their thinking. These scholars re-
ceived –and continue to receive- consider-
able attention from the majority of the Mus-
lim Ummah. We know their background, 
training, fields of specialization, individual 
views on topical issues and more impor-
tantly their place and image in the hearts 
of Muslims. The scholars and academics 
who taught us at Thika College for Sharia 
and Islamic Studies (now Umma Univer-
sity) are of this ilk. They represented to me 
a more defining form of religious authority.
The madrassas (colleges) and Jawami’( 
mosque/universities) that churned out 
graduates in various religious, physical 
and human sciences ‘speak’ for Islam and 
Muslims in Kenya in a more subtle sense. 
As a student of Sharia’h, I romanticized 
being in places like Al-Azhar University in 
Egypt, Qayruwan University in Tunisia and 
the Islamic University of Madinah,  which 
to me represented the epitome of religious 
learning and scholarship. A meeting with 
some graduates from these universities 
would later demystify the kind of reverence 
I previously accorded them. I realized that 

my training at Thika was far more invalu-
able in as far as contextualizing Islam in a 
multicultural society is concerned. Gradu-
ates from universities in Kenya and the 
Muslim world seem to crowd source  the 
free market of Islamic scholarship. They 
are found in mosque, education, banking 
and judicial spheres and their immense 
contribution in the shaping of Muslim opin-
ion cannot be underestimated.
The Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims 
(SUPKEM), National Muslim Leaders 
Forum (NAMLEF), Jamia Mosque Com-
mittee, Majlis Ulamaa- Kenya, Council of 
Imams and Preachers of Kenya (CIPK) 
and other Muslim organisations, founda-
tions, and charitable institutions are an 
enormous form of religious authority found 
in almost every aspect of Islamic practice 
in Kenya. Most of their members are the 
regular face of ‘the Muslim Scholar’ speak-
ing for Islam and Muslims in issues of elec-
tions, drought, terrorism, marginalization 
and so on. 
The Kadhis in Kenya are the only array of 
government officials represented in these 
tags of religious authority. Their religio-le-
gal orientation puts them in the prestigious 
position of interpreting the foundational 
texts of Islam and applying them to specific 
case-law situations in order to glean from 
them rulings that represent Allah’s Will.
The political class link the state and the 
Muslim Ummah in the various socio-eco-
nomic and political discourses that pervade 
boundaries of class, religion, ethnicity and 
nationality. They shape Muslim opinion on 

Defining religious authority among Muslims
Sheikh Kunyuk Tito

issues of governance, citizenship, and 
nationhood. Muslim lawmakers, lawyers, 
journalists, academicians and technocrats 
fall under this category.
A problem arises when competing notions 
of religious authority play out in the pub-
lic arena to the detriment of the Muslim 
Ummah. The differences that abound on 
whether we pray Idd today or tomorrow; on 
whether one speaks for the Muslim voter 
or doesn’t; on whether the age of marrying 
off my daughter is 9 or 18; on whether this 
or that constitutes jihad have to be con-
structively and decisively dealt with. This 
requires selfless, focused and civilized 
leadership. When this is done, I will then 
know who really speaks for me.

Mandera Conflict
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In a move to boost and improve health 
care services for the local residents, 
Wajir County government last week 
launched eight new ambulances to 
cater for the health needs and welfare 
of the local communities.
The vehicles featured with radio com-
munication equipments will be used to 
respond to emergency medical cases 
in the region and they will be run by a 
centralized independent unity.
Wajir Governor Ahmed Abdullahi said 
over Sh1.2 billion were injected to re-
vamp health sector in the County with 
30 fully equipped maternity wards, 
delivery beds and labour rooms to 
address the health needs of the area 
residents.
“We have given over 1.2 billion shil-
lings to the health sector making it the 
single largest allocation for any de-
partment, this shows how committed 
we are in mitigating the health crisis in 
this region,” said the governor.
Abdullahi acknowledged that the 
county’s health sector has been in a 
dire situation but promised to do a lot 
to improve the situation.
The county health executive Rukia 
Maalim Kahiye said some of the facili-
ties are already operational as others 
await staffing and supply of drugs. 
She said the county inherited run-
down structures, dysfunctional health 
centers, few medical staff and medical 
equipments from the national govern-
ment but stressed that the county gov-
ernment was striving to improve the 
situation.
According to a recent statistics from 
the Ministry of Health Wajir County 
together with its neighbour Mandera 
account for half of the six thousand 
deaths recorded in the country annu-
ally.

Baringo Muslims ap-
peal for Waqf projects

Wajir County unveils 
new ambulances
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Muslim residents of Mogotio Township in 
Baringo County have embarked on an am-
bitious multimillion Mosque and Waqf pro-
jects to cater for the spiritual needs and 
social welfare of the local Muslims.The 
proposed complex will comprise men and 
women prayers' halls,ablution facilities, Is-
lamic Revert centre and Madrasah, library, 
spacious conference hall, administration 
offices and commercial space which will 
be leased and rented out to generate in-
come to support social development pro-
grammes and help meet the day to-day 
running costs of the mosque.
Speaking to The Friday Bulletin, Mogotio 
Jamia Mosque chairman Yaaqub Kosgey 
said the proposed project which is adja-
cent to the present mosque will form part 
of waqf property when developed and the 
proceeds will go to support the welfare of 
Muslims in education, health and other so-
cial needs as well.
He pointed out that there is an increased 
number of needy Muslims who are in need 
of assistance but due to lack of finance 
the mosque committee is unable to give 
the necessary needed support, hence the 
driving force behind the setting up of the 
projects. “We are looking towards improv-
ing the socio-economic welfare of the local 
Muslim community for prosperity,” said the 
chairman.
Kosgey appealed to well-wishers, donors 
and Muslim charitable organizations to 
come out and support the initiative for the 
benefit of the local Muslim community.''We 
are appealing to our Muslim brethren to 
come out and donate generously towards 
this noble course of Allah and Allah would 
reward them abundantly,'' he appealed. 
More information on the projects can be 
accessed from the chairman Mogotio 
Jamia Mosque Yaaqub Kosgey through 
0722930685 and donations can be done 
through Mogotio Muslim Community, Ac-
count Number 95002291-First Community 
Bank, Nakuru Branch.

Protests after inmates 
injured in prison attack
 Scores of remand prisoners facing terror-
ism related charges are nursing injuries af-
ter being assaulted by prisoner warders at 
the Kamiti Maximum Prison.
The incident arose after the inmates defied 
orders to wear prison uniforms basing on 
arguments that they were not convicted 
prisoners.
According to the Muslim Human Rights 
Forum (MHRF) executive director Al Amin 
Kimathi, 19 inmates sustained injuries in-
cluding fractured limbs and backs when 
warders assaulted them after they refused 
to wear the uniforms. 
In an attempt to cover up the crime, he 
said the prosecution sought a two week ad-
journment for their cases-a period in which 
they expect the injuries to have healed be-
fore they appear in court.
“I am deeply perturbed by reports of griev-
ous assault on remanded prisoners at 
the Kamiti Maximum Security Prison last 
Wednesday and attempts at covering up 
the abuses by the prosecution which has 
sought two weeks adjournment of their 
cases - in order to bring them to court when 
their injuries will have healed and therefore 
not visible,” he said.
Al Amin called for independent investiga-
tions into the incident and the provision of 
medical-legal examination for the affected 
inmates, some of whom continue to nurse 
fractured limbs.
Among those who were injured include a 
Gikomba trader Hamad Munyi Muriithi  who 
was arrested on claims that he employed 
individuals who are linked to terrorism ac-
tivities. The assault left him with fractures 
on his left leg and swollen face.

The Muslim community has been urged to 
be at the fore front in supporting spiritual 
and dawah programmes in prisons as part 
of the strategies to rehabilitate inmates.
The remarks were made by the Executive 
Officer of Ummah Foundation Musa Weke-
sa who stressed on the need for concerted 
effort in ensuring that inmates are helped 
in reforming.
Speaking during a visit to Kamiti Maximum 
Prison on Wednesday, Musa said the soci-
ety should not condemn inmates but rather 
assist them to reform and become better 
citizens in and outside prison adding that 
this task can  be accomplished effectively 
through spiritual  programmes.
“We are reaching out to people and es-
pecially the Muslim Ummah to be part of 
this noble work. These are members of 
our society and it is our obligation to lend 
a helping hand to them but this cannot be 
done by an individual or an organisation, 
we need more people to support these ef-
forts,” he noted.
On his part the Officer in charge at the cor-

Muslims urged to support prison programmes 
rectional facility Henry Kisungu noted that 
the authorities are willing to work with other 
parties irrespective of their religion in the 
efforts to rehabilitate inmates.
He went on to dismiss claims that Muslim 
inmates at the prison were not being treat-
ed fairly.
Kisungu commended Ummah Founda-
tion for its continued support towards its 
involvement in prisoners’ welfare urging 
other organisations to follow suit.
During the visit the Foundation donated a 
42 inch TV, rolls of praying mats, speak-
ers, and copies of the Noble Quran as well 
as a DVD player and audio visual material 
which are expected to promote the spiritual 
growth of the inmates.

 “The monetary val-
ue of the bribes de-
pended on whether 
a detainees or sus-
pect had valid iden-
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Education Centres in Prisons
Ever since its inception Ummah Foundation has initiated several 
programs to see how the growing number of Muslim inmates can 
be rehabilitated into proper citizens and above all proper Muslims. 
We have constructed education centres in Naivasha, Kamiti and 
Kwale Prisons. The good news is the fact that the numbers are 
growing daily with more of the other inmates reverting to Islam. 

Essentially these inmates need a lot of rehabilitation systems that 
can make us achieve the main aim of making them productive citi-
zens. We therefore would like to team up with other willing donors 
and well-wishers in provision of the following services:
1- Provision of Islamic literature (books) in the prisons throughout 
the country to enlighten the inmates on the virtues of Islam and the 
best way of making the best out of it.
2- Construction of Mosques or Musallahs for the inmates so that 
they can have permanent structures where they can fulfill their 
daily obligations.
3- Mechanical and carpentry kits for inmates who have finished 
their terms so that they can be able to earn a living decently.
4- Sponsorship of more prison imams to take care of their spiritual 
needs, they can be used as counselors and prison teachers.
5- Audio/ Visual Daawah work programme, which is like creating 
a vibrant Islamic cultural hub where we promote and disseminate 
Islamic values and teachings in our prisons. This is a continuum 
of Ummah Foundations strategic planning process that strongly 
recommend that  Daawah work can be diversified through audio/ 
visual programmes. This needs some funding to purchase the re-
quired facilities for each prison.
In Naivasha Maximum Prison we already established an Educa-
tion Centre that serves as a mosque for the inmates and an Edu-
cation hub that they come together every day to learn and watch 
prominent Muslim scholars give lectures from the video and Tv set 
that Ummah Foundation has provided for them. In a very short pe-
riod that the Foundation has found its space there, quite a number 
of new Muslim revertees have embraced Islam. 
Likewise we have a similar centre at Kamiti maximum and on 
Tuesday this week, Ummah Foundation donated a 42 inch Tv, 
video player, mats and books to be utilized by the inmates in the 
Prison. This aims at making them see and learn from various col-
lections of Sheikhs across the globe. 
Other Prisons like Athi River, Lang’ata Womens Prisons are equal-
ly in need of the same services and that is why we call upon all 
well-wishers to join hands with Ummah Foundation through its 
Prisoners Rehabilitation Program to see changes in our Prisons 
through Daawah work.
We need every Muslim to support us to achieve the following:
1- Have an adequate number of educational (secular and spir-
itual), vocational and work programs being provided to rehabilitate 
prisoners.
2- Cater for the special needs of our Muslim Sisters at Lang’ata 

Womens Prisons who need to be 
provided with sanitary facilities and 
children clothes.
3- There are certain groups of pris-
oners – remand and short term, 
young offenders and prisoners with 
mental health problems- who need 
our care and satisfactory rehabilita-
tion. We can also help those with 
minor offences to be bailed out of 
the prisons.
For your participation in this noble 
initiative contact us:
Ummah Foundation
Village Plaza,2nd Floor Ngara 
Road 
P.O.Box 58717-00200 , Nairobi, 
Kenya
Tel:+254-20-2680610/13, Mobile: 
+254734845277
E.Mail: info@ummahfoundation.
net


